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July 21, 2020 
 
Dear EMS ISD Students, Staff, and Families, 
 
Tarrant County Public Health and Human Services issued an order moments ago requiring school districts to start the school year in a 
virtual learning only format. This means that all students and teachers will begin classes in remote learning and buildings will remain 
closed to students for regular on-campus, face-to-face instruction and indoor school-sponsored activities until after September 27. The 
first day of school is scheduled for August 18; however, pending board approval, we will move the start date to August 20 to allow 
additional time for staff training on the EMS ISD Remote Learning Plan.  
 
Following the county order, district officials are now adjusting the remote learning plan to align with new state requirements. To begin 
the school year, parents will no longer need to complete an application for remote learning. A short orientation video will be provided 
to all parents in August that outlines implementation and expectations for remote learning. 
 
We can assure you that we are committed to providing high quality instruction to our students and ongoing support for our staff. We 
will include academic and social/emotional supports to continue to meet the needs of our students and staff, while also meeting state 
requirements for accountability and student academic progress. In addition, staff and students will adhere to our standard district 
grading regulations and attendance policies. Remote learning in fall 2020 will be a different model from the distance learning program 
in the spring. 
 
There is some flexibility in the county order to assist districts with serving students in specialized circumstances. In addition, activities 
that can be done virtually or outdoors while maintaining social distancing and mask requirements, as applicable, may be allowed. A 
copy of the complete Tarrant County Order is attached for your reference. We will work quickly and thoroughly on implementation 
details, and will provide additional clarification on specifics for staff and families in the coming days.  
 
In addition to the order from Tarrant County, the University Interscholastic League (UIL) today released modifications to the 2020-
2021 UIL calendar and updated its COVID-19 risk mitigation guidelines. While the UIL has offered this guidance, the local county 
order takes precedence at this time. We are thoroughly reviewing this information and will communicate additional details for each of 
our campuses as soon as possible. 
 
We will continue to monitor guidance that is issued from local health officials, as well as the Texas Education Agency and the 
Governor. We understand that these multiple changes are challenging for our students, parents, and staff. We thank you for your 
continued support, patience, and trust during this uncertain time and as we respond to these shifting requirements and plan for the 
return of our EMS ISD students and staff. Please continue to monitor our webpage for updates and reach out to us via Let’s Talk with 
questions or input. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jim F. Chadwell, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
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